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PFAS Background (continued) 

• In 2009, EPA established provisional health 

advisories (HAs) for PFOA at 400 parts per 

trillion (ppt) and for PFOS at 200 ppt, even 

though an EPA health effects review was 

underway.   

• In May 2016, EPA released revised HAs for 

PFOA and PFOS set individually and combined 

at 70 ppt.  





HAs Versus Regulatory Standards Create 

Challenges 
• Use of HAs as guidance, versus a Safe Drinking 

Water Act (SDWA) regulation with an established 

Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) creates 

challenges for state drinking water programs and 

public water systems.  

• The HAs for PFOA and PFOS do not provide 

clarity on necessary actions for water systems to 

address the compounds, and how to communicate 

their actions and the associated health risks to the 

public. 
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