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Significant Noncompliance (SNC) 

 Subset of reportable noncompliance 

(RNC) 

Violations most likely to result in 

environmental harm 

SNC not a regulatory requirement, it 

is a tool developed as national 

guidance 
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Why is SNC Important? 

Allows targeting of limited enforcement 

resources to those violations posing the 

greatest risk to health and the 

environment 

 

 



SNC Effluent Violations 
Effluent limits 

Any effluent violation causing a water 

quality or health problem 



SNC Non-Effluent Violations 

Unpermitted discharge 

Unauthorized bypass 

Pass through of pollutants 

Failure to implement or enforce a 

pretreatment program 



Permit or Enforcement Schedule 

Violations 
 

 
 

Permit Schedule Violations 

Pretreatment schedule milestone 

violations 

Administrative Order or Court Order 

milestone violations  

SNC if not complete within 90 days 

of scheduled date 
 





Permit Reporting Violations 

Discharge monitoring reports 

Missing, late, or incomplete 

Pretreatment performance 

reports 

I&I reports 

Annual reports 

Sludge reports 

 



EPA National Compliance Initiative 

(NCI) 

June 7, 2019 CWA NPDES SNC NCI 

50% reduction NPDES SNC rate  

Reduce rate from 29.4% to 14.7% by 

end of FFY 2022 

 

 

 



Why the SNC Initiative? 

National SNC rate consistently high 

for decades at 20-30% 

Increase rate of environmental law 

compliance 

SNC data can be used to track and 

measure noncompliance trends 

nationally, regionally, and state by 

state 

 



Which Facilities?  

All individually permitted NPDES 

facilities with serious violations  

(majors in SNC, and minors in 

category I RNC) 



Majority of SNC Violations? 

Majority of SNC Violations are related 

to reporting 

Non-receipt of reports 

Late Reports 

Incomplete Reports 



Where Will the Reports be Found? 

Enforcement and Compliance History 

Online (ECHO) 

 



ECHO 

Identifies violations based on data, 

compared to permit requirements in 

ICIS 

Evaluates whether required data was 

received on time 

Recognizes formal enforcement 

actions 



ECHO 

Data available in ECHO 2.5 months 

after the end of the quarter  

Calculated on a 4 quarter rolling rate 

Each State is responsible for  quality 

assurance on its data 

Critical for batch submission states 

like Missouri 

 



ECHO Challenges 

If we have data errors, and late 

submissions they must be entered by 

hand in order to be counted 

accurately 

Data errors corrected by  batch take 

too long to re-run in ECHO, unlikely to 

be corrected before report is posted 

 



ECHO Future Solutions 

EPA is attempting to make the 

process of re-running corrected data 

easier 

New NPDES Noncompliance Report 

(NNCR) is due 12/21/2021 



DNR’s Response? 

Use Dialer for specific reminders 

Share SNC statistics with staff 

monthly 

Distribute monthly action lists for 

specific parameters 

Monitor progress monthly 

 

 



State Tools 

Reminders 

Dialer (telephone or email) 

Record Review letters 

Compliance Assistance 

Formal enforcement  



Targeted Reminders 

History of late, incomplete, or failed 

submissions 

 History of incorrect entry of DMR 

data 

 

  

 



Targeted Assistance 

Review DMR data, permit and 

inspections 

 

Suggest specific type of assistance 

Operational improvements 

Guidance for upgrades 

 

 



How can DNR and Environmental 

Professionals Help Facilities Get and 

Stay out of SNC? 

Avoid SNC 

Prompt return to 

compliance 

Timely formal 

enforcement 



SNC Avoidance Tools 

Calendar 



Avoidance Tools Continued 

Permit 






