
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TWENTYFIRST ANNUAL 

2026 MISSOURI WATER SEMINAR 
Missouri’s Most Important Water Protection Event of the Year 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Presented by                                                                                     

July 30-31, 2026 

 

Stoney Creek Hotel & Conference Center 

Columbia, Missouri 



Day 1 Program Schedule 
Thursday, July 30 

 
7:30 a.m. Registration & Breakfast 

 

8:00 a.m. Welcome 

 ROGER WALKER, Director, REGFORM 

 KEVIN PERRY, Assistant Director, REGFORM 

 

8:05 a.m. The Year in Review 

A re-cap of the most important issues, developments, 

and happenings since our last Seminar:  Water 

Protection Forum outcomes, regulation/policy 

changes, PFAS, EPA actions, appeals, CWC decisions, 

firsts, and personnel changes. 

 LAURA HINES, Evergy 

JAY HOSKINS, MSD 

HEATHER PETERS, MDNR, WPP 

ROBERT BRUNDAGE, Brundage Law (Invited) 

KEVIN PERRY, REGFORM (Moderator) 

 

8:55 a.m. The Sewer Authority has said you need to treat your 

wastewater before you can discharge it to the sewer.  

Isn’t that their job? 

Learn about what industries need to do to comply with 

industrial pretreatment programs operated by POTWs, 

what’s needed to fulfill the federal and state 

requirements, and how this can affect your industry. We 

will review the main components of the industrial 

pretreatment program and go over actions required of 

industrial users (that's you). We’ll review critical 

pretreatment program components.  

ELIZABETH TOOT-LEVY, Geosyntec Consultants 

 

9:35 a.m. Water Protection Program Update  

Ms. Peters will update us on recent developments and 

discuss hot topics, including new rules in the pipeline, 

Triennial Review, Commission actions/decisions, major 

staffing changes, goals, fees, obstacles, 

accomplishments, and more. 

 HEATHER PETERS, MDNR, WPP  

 

10:25 a.m.  Break with Permit Writers 

 

10:55 a.m. The Benefits of Voluntary Agreements and a New Take 

on Enforcement in Missouri 

Things really are different in Compliance & 

Enforcement. You’ll want to know why, if you get in a 

pinch, a voluntary agreement with MDNR poses a huge 

benefit. We’ll also look at the nuts & bolts of the desk 

audit in lieu of a formal in-person inspection. And we’ll 

consider some examples of how compliance assistance 

is working and in most cases, making enforcement 

action unnecessary. 

JOE CLAYTON, MDNR, WPP 

 RANDALL WILLOUGHBY, MDNR, SWRO 

 

11:30 a.m. Missouri River Basin: The Battle for Water Moves 

Downstream 

Missouri is the last state on the Missouri River—and 

often the first to feel the cumulative impacts of 

decisions made upstream. From drought-driven flow 

reductions to proposed water exports, the stakes for 

Missouri water users continue to rise. 

Learn what issues are on the horizon and how the 

Missouri Department of Natural Resources is working to 

protect Missouri's water future. 

COLBY THRASH, MDNR, MGS 

BILLY HACKETT, MDNR, MGS 

 

12:10 p.m. Lunch sponsored by 

 

 

 
 

1:10 p.m. You Can’t Find a Fever if you Don’t Take a Temperature. 

Two Tales from PFAS Hunters. 

 It’s said that if you look for PFAS you’ll find it. You might 

also find yourself in a situation you’re more than a little 

uncomfortable with. We’ll hear two stories that start 

with looking at drinking water and end with surprising 

sources of PFAS…and the ripple effects they seem to 

foreshadow. Missourians might benefit after all by 

moving forward with PFAS monitoring requirements, 

standards, and more. 

BRENT WEIS, MDNR, WPP 

RANDALL WILLOUGHBY, MDNR, SWRO 

  

1:50 p.m. 525,600 Minutes. How Do You Measure a Year? How 

About Rules? 

 A lot has changed since we met last year. Join Owen for 

a rousing round-up of all (or most) of the rules that have 

changed in the past year, and what they mean to you. 

Land Application. Continuing Authority. Do these sound 

familiar? But wait, there’re more. 

OWEN GALLAGHER, MDNR, WPP 

 

2:25 p.m. From Aquifer to Operations: Managing Water Demand 

for Data Center Development 

As water demand grows and supply conditions become 

more constrained, a strong hydrogeologic and 

regulatory understanding is essential to support large 

water users such as data centers. We’ll discuss data 

centers as a case study to examine water sourcing, 

aquifer considerations in site selection, and how 

technology choices influence water demand. It 

highlights the importance of early-stage hydrogeologic 

characterization to inform sustainable design and 

reduce risks related to long-term water availability and 

competing uses. 

MACKENZIE CREMEANS, Ph.D., P.G., Geosyntec 

Consultants 

 

3:05 p.m. The Forecast Calls for NEW GPs 

The conversation started with permit fees. It quickly 

expanded into something much bigger. A detailed 

review of permitting activity within the Water Pollution 

Control Branch is prompting a fresh look at how 

General Permits are structured, categorized, and 



administered. New approaches are being considered, 

new permits may be on the horizon, and stakeholders 

will play an important role in the process. Get an early 

look at where the discussion is headed, what's driving 

the change, and what it could mean for Missouri permit 

holders. 

SARAH WRIGHT, MDNR, WPP 

 

3:40 p.m. Where do we Stand on Standard Conditions 1? 

The WPP is in the process of revising Standard 

Conditions 1 for water permits. They have received one 

round of comments from stakeholders. One of the 

major goals is to get as much routine language as 

possible out of the main body of the permit. We’ll 

review the Federal requirements and consider what is in 

the current draft of SC1. 

LAUREN ROBERTS, MDNR, WPP 

 

4:10 p.m. Reception sponsored by 

 (Ends at 5:30 p.m.) 

 

Day 2 Program Schedule 
Friday, July 31 

 

7:00 a.m. Breakfast 

 

7:40 a.m. Welcome to Day Two 

 TBD 

 

7:45 a.m. The StORM Has Passed. Stormwater Guidance Emerges 

Separate from Standard Permit Conditions 

 Oil and water don’t mix. Standard Permit Conditions for 

stormwater and guidance for stormwater don’t mix 

either. At least that’s what stakeholders told the WPP. 

So, it’s been back to the drawing board. What is 

emerging are two separate pieces that help dischargers 

know what they must do as opposed to what they might 

do improve compliance. We’ll review the key 

components of both. 

 CODY KIMBELL, MDNR, WPP 

LOGAN HEAD, MDNR, WPP 

 

8:20 a.m. Fees and Me 

It’s likely someone else has been paying for major 

portions of the permit services you receive. So, facing 

major funding uncertainties, the rising cost of…well, 

everything, and eventual Program insolvency, the WPP 

has undertaken an effort to accurately assess the 

actual level of effort (LOE) associated with each permit 

type and permit service. Then, a commensurate dollar 

amount is calculated. They’ve pulled those numbers 

together, held extensive discussions with fee payers, 

carved out the Program costs not associated with 

permit administration, and come up with a fee structure 

that has been initially presented to the Clean Water 

Commission. Participate in this session and you’ll find 

out, if approved, just what your fees will be, and when. 

Spoiler alert:  your new fee will be greater than your 

current one.  

TIM BULL, MDNR, WPP 

 

8:55 a.m. Networking Break  

 

9:25 a.m. ELG Rules for Fossil Fuel Power Plants: What's Next? 

 The regulatory landscape for fossil fuel generating units 

continues to evolve. Get an update on EPA's recently 

proposed ELG rule, emerging zero-discharge 

technologies, functional equivalent permit 

requirements, and the status of ongoing litigation 

involving the 2024 ELG rule and subsequent extension 

rule. Learn where things stand today and what 

developments facilities should be watching in the 

months ahead. 

 BRITTANY BARRIENTOS, Stinson 

 

10:05 a.m. EPA Region 7 Water Update 

 Join us for a dialog with the Water Division Director as 

he explores EPA priorities and perspectives on water in 

Missouri and around the Region.  

 JEFF ROBICHAUD, US EPA Region 7 

 

10:45 a.m.  PFAS and More: Managing Risk Outpacing Regulation 

PFAS continues to be one of the most rapidly evolving 

issues in the water sector, and the waters aren’t 

clearing anytime soon with microplastics emerging and 

continued questions for 1,4-dioxane. From sampling 

challenges and shifting regulatory requirements to 

class action litigation and significant court decisions, 

the landscape continues to shift. Get an update on key 

developments affecting drinking water and wastewater 

programs, including recent legal trends, potential 

Missouri actions, and what facilities should be 

watching next. 

JESSICA MERRIGAN, Spencer Fane 

 

11:25 a.m. TBD 

 TBD 

 

12:00 p.m. Adjourn 

 

 

  



Our Sponsors 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



REGISTER FOR THE 2026 MISSOURI WATER SEMINAR WITH YOUR CREDIT CARD AT: 

www.regform.org/26WaterSeminar 

 

 

REGISTER NOW 
REGISTER LATE/ 

ON SITE 

(after 7/15/26) 

Standard Rate $455 $515 

Government Rate $300 $360 

REGFORM Member Rate $285 $345 

Early Career Rate $225 $285 

 

 

CANCELLATIONS   All cancellations received prior to 7/16/26 receive a refund minus a $60 processing fee. 

Cancellations received on or after 7/16/26 receive a refund minus an $85 processing fee. 

This refund policy applies to all registrations rates. No-shows will be charged full registration fee. 

Substitutions are welcome at any time. 

 

EARLY CAREER RATE   Are you within your first 3 years of your career? You are eligible to register at the early career rate. 

 

REGFORM MEMBERS   Do you work for a law firm? Consulting firm? Government agency? If yes, you are not a REGFORM 

member. Please see the logos at the bottom of the page at www.regform.org. If you see your company/institution logo there, 

you are likely a REGFORM member and can register at the REGFORM member rate. 

 

 

 
 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND? 

 

EHS Personnel 

Utility Directors 

City Engineers 

Federal/State Water Professionals 

Environmental Consultants 

Environmental Attorneys 

 

LODGING 

 

Stoney Creek Hotel & Conference Center 

2601 South Providence Road 

Columbia, MO  65203 

Reservations:  (800) 659-2220 
Room rate: $99/night + taxes/fees 

Reserve your room no later than 7/8/26 

Use code for discount:  26MOWATER  

 

REGISTER TODAY FOR THE 2026 MISSOURI WATER SEMINAR AT: 

www.REGFORM.org/register-here 

 
Fees increase by $60 on July 16, 2026 for all registrations. We will apply to the Missouri Bar for CLE hours. 

 


